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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Staff In The News... 
Wheeler music teacher Diane Roncaioli recently 
participated in a concert with the Plainville Choral 
Society, which performed  Vivaldi's “Gloria” along 
with several other pieces...MSP Technology Edu-
cation Teacher Camille Westfall was selected as 
the 2013 Outstanding Alumnus for the School of 
Engineering and Technology at Central Connecti-
cut State University…Wheeler Physical Education 
Instructor Michael Turcotte is a percussionist with 
the Plainville Wind Ensemble. The group will be 
performing a concert in late spring at Plainville 
High School, and will be in a competition in Lake 
George, New York this summer. 

Linden Pre-School Program Hosts 
“Bubble-ology”  
Each year the Preschool Program at Linden plans 
activities in which parents can participate in training, 
discussions, and fun activities to experience with 
their children. This year, participants enjoyed a pro-
gram entitled "Bubble-ology" brought to Linden from 
the CT Science Center.  Science Center staff mem-
bers  provided an overview of the “science” behind 
bubbles and then assisted with a variety of bubble 
related  hands on activities enjoyed by  the pre-
schoolers and their families!  

Did You Know? 
First graders at Toffolon recently participated in a 
science workshop on “Shadows and Light” lead by 
Science Instructor Bobby Castello from the  HIgh 
Touch HIgh Tech  Program. 

PHS To Host Sea Perch Competition 
On April 4th, PHS will host the second annual 
Connecticut Technology Education and Engineer-
ing Association (CTEEA) Sea Perch Competition. 
The competition will feature two pool events con-
sisting of an obstacle course and a new deep wa-
ter transfer challenge. The teams compete for the 
ability to go to the national competition in Indiana 
in May. This year, the US Navy will be present to 
support the event, including naval and hardhat 
divers in the pool. There are currently 19 schools 
from Connecticut registered to participate in the 
competition with a goal of 25 schools. Fifteen 
Plainville High School students, together with fac-
ulty members Jeff Wanner and Ken Fusco, are 
involved in the event. 

HR News: Certifications 
Don’t forget to look at your DATE of EXPIRATION 
before your certificates expire.  Check your certifica-
tions TODAY, not just for Teaching but for Coaching, 
CPR, First Aid, Food Safety, Speech, RN… For 
teachers with their Professional Educator Certifi-
cates, you should apply to renew your certificate 
online about 6 months prior to expira-
tion.  For information on renewing your teaching/
coaching certificates, please visit the “Human Re-
sources Information and Forms” tab on our website 
(click the “Staff” tab).   

PHS Students Attend Leadership 
Conference 
Eighteen members of the high school’s Student 
Athlete Leadership Team attended the Connecti-
cut Association of Schools (CAS) Student Leader-
ship Spring Conference on March 15 & 16 at Wes-
leyan University. PHS was one of three Connecticut 
high schools to earn a Gold Honor School Award by 
fulfilling at least 12 requirements set forth by CAS 
and the State Leadership Board. Junior Nick Ben-
das-Giano was elected by his peers from around 
the state to be President of the State Leadership 
Advisory Board during the 2013-14 school year. 
Senior Kelsea Giantonio received the Dale Hawley 
Award for her service and contributions to the State 
Advisory Board of the past two years. 


